My name is Steven Song, | graduated from Carnegie Mellon University with a BA
in architecture in 2005 and | am currently working in NYC as a junior architect.

While in School, | have had working experience with Urban Design Associates in
Pittsburgh, Liu Architects in Long Island, Samsung Development in Seoul, Korea,
and Venturi, Scott Brown and Associates in Philadelphia.

The summer with Robert Venturi and Denise Scott Brown started out with a
simple letter, perhaps like this one.

A couple of years ago, through a professor, | heard they were looking for
a student who can live with them for a summer to help with their house renovations and
such, and | wrote them an extensive email about why | need to meet them, live with
them and work for them. To make the longest story short, basically | told them that |
have a nature to question things, and the things | question, are in parallel to the things
that they question.

Somehow, one day they called me to their house, and then | stayed for three
months until | had to go back to school again.

The three months, was full of discussions, questions and learning. In a car to the
office, over dinners, while walking around in the backyard, at the VSBA office,
everywhere we were, every chance there was, Denise and Bob told me things that |
am still studying to understand.

What they told me over the summer and even after, gave me ideas to
continue all kinds of research on my own to further the arguments. | tell them about the
research and my thoughts, and the interest in the topics goes on.

This on-going ‘apprenticeship’, if you will, is what guided me and my architecture
so far and probably will have continuing influence through the coming years.

How they can pay so much attention and support to a mere architecture student,
whose intelligence should be doubted, as he is still struggling to understand things they
said years ago, is beyond me. But | sure am speechlessly grateful and | know the only
way to pay the debt | owe myteachers is to keep studying the issues and
arguments until | can one day further them on my own and share with not only
the similar minds but also the different kinds.

For that reason, I'd like to share my interview with Robert Venturi and Denise
Scott Brown about life and Architecture.
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